
Clever Hans

sonata for violin, cello, & harpsichord

with parts
12 minutes

Dave Soldier, 2005

1.  Waltz
2.  Arioso
3.  Mazurka
4.  Minuet
5.  Fancy Shawl
6.  Melancholia

version February 14, 2010



Clever Hans

I wrote this in 2005 as a short ballet for a group in New York. The piece
accompanied the story “Clever Hans” as told by the Grimm brothers, with
six variations of the same story, each with a different ending, and this piece
uses six “variatos” after sonatas by Biber, although I admit to stretching the
idea.

The Fancy Shawl is a competitive dance in Native American powwows. I
suspect it developed from a Spanish dance brought by missionaries, as I have
seen a similar dance in Andalusia, but in the powwows it is highly
transformed.

 The 2007 recorded version of Clever Hans differs from the order of
movements here: this order is to facilitate the violinist and cellist who retune
their low strings, just before the 5th movement.

The score for the harpsichordist and has the violin and cello parts in concert
even when they play in scordatura in the last two movements.

I find that some violinists and cellists, have trouble with the tradition of
displaying scordatura parts with where the fingers would fall if the
instrument were in conventional tuning, although those used to performing
Biber may prefer it.  Given that the first group has been more vocal, the
string parts are in concert pitch, but if this is troublesome, I have prepared
Biber-like scordatura parts, and contact me for them.

Accidentals: Sharps and flats carry only for the stave they are on.
Tempos are only suggestions, for instance the Waltz could certainly be more
rapid if it swings a bit, and the Melancholia even slower.

Dave Soldier
New York 2010
ds43@columbia.edu
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Variato I
Waltz  {m q = c 140} 
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Clever Hans
Dave Soldier

Score

©2005

Sonata in six variations
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Variato II
Arioso  
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Variato III
Mazurka 
 {m q = c 120} 
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Mazurka 
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